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Mr.  E.  W.  Thomson,  the  well-known  corretpondent  of  the  Bdrt^ ''' 
Tranacript,  recently  contributed  a  letter  to  that  paper,  which  ia  oMI, 
of  the  oldest  and  most  reputable  in  the  United  StatM,  dealing  with 
public  affairs  in  the  Province  of  Alberta.    Few  men  tbe  contiiMn^ 
over  have  had  so  long  and  varied  a  literary  and  joamalistie  exoerieoee  - 
as  Mr.  Thomson.     His  early  yean  he  spent  on  the  Canadian  press,  in . 
the  course  of  which  he   furnished  a  rare  example  of  a  newspaper.., 
man's  devotion  to  principle.    When  occupying  the  position  of  chief, 
editorial  writer  on  the  Toronto   Globe,  one  of  the  great  price*  in-V^^,  ^; '' . 
Canadian  journalism,  he  found   himself  unable,  to  agree  with  tb^^  v.'<'|j 
Liberal  party's  policy  and  immediately  resigned  his  post,  contributing '>   ^^-'^^ 
in  no  small  degree  to  tbe  success  of  the  Conservatives  at  tbe  succeed* 
ing  elections.    He  has  supported    both  Liberal  and    Conservatilv* ' 
Governments  since  that  time.    There  is  nothing  of  the  partisan  about 
him  bu^  when  a  .choice  has  to  be  made  betr  :en   twopartiei  b«'; 
bieU^Wa  tftat  it  is  the  duty  of  the  journalist  to   jtate  hi*  preferenosk 
for  one  or  the  other.    For  the  course  which  he  adopt*  he  la  alwaya' 
able  to  offer  tbe  most  cogent  reasons  and   the)re  is  no  Canadiani  - 
whose  views  on  public  questions,  are  entitled  to  more  careful  condd- 
eration.     Mr.    Thornton,    it   should    be   mentioned,  is  a  constant 
contributor      to    many   of    the  foremost     publications    of    the 
Bngli*b.apeaking  world  and  bis  name  is  a  familiar  one  to  every  eloae' 
reader  of  the  magazines  and  reviews.    That   the   opinions  of  such  .^a^i^ 
man  on  matters  of  intimate  concern  to  Alt  Tta  are  wwtby  of  paying 
.tile  elossBt  heed  to  goes  without  saying. 
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A  PROVINCE  THAT  IS  ACTUALLY 
GOVERNED  BY  ITS  PEOPLE-THE 
MONO-PARTY  SYSTEM  (W  GOVERN- 
MENT IN  FORCE  IN  ALBERTA  AND 
IT  WORKS  ADMIRABLY— THE  SIM- 
PLICITY OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION 
—THE  SPLENDID  MEN  IN  CONTROL 
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(Edward    W.    Thomson,    in    th*    Boston     Transcript) 

■1-1  :^  eg  1  ^ 

'  '  ^The  government  of  Alberta  is  about  to  begin  a  new  railway 

.poliey  which  will  directly  affect  the  C.  P.  R.,  and  which  may  have 

^  imtMrtant  reaulti  for  the  Hill  system  of  American  t-oads.    Perbapa 

it  is  not  necessary  to  tell  Transcript  readers  that  Alberta   is   the 

Canadian  Province  just  eastward  of  British  Columbia,  on  which  it 

often   abuts  in    the  Rocky    Mountains.    It  is  rich  in  coal  minea, 

cattle  ranching:  grounds,  gas  fields,  forests;  it  possesses  what  are 

declared  to  be  the  greatest  petroleum  areas  in  the  world.    But  its 

lands  are  mostly  agricultural.     They  include  the  vast  unoccupied 

region  called  the  Peace   River  country.     That  is  in  North  Alberta 

I  Many  settlers  are  finding  their  way  up  there,  sincci  there  the  prairie 

.  trends  quickly  toward  the  Pacific  Ocean,  from  which  it  is  separated  by 

V  a  eodfiparativelsr  narrow  chain  of  the  Rockies.  The  Grand  Trunk  Pacific 
and  the  Canadian  Northern  are  both  under  construction  to  within 

'  what  may  be  called  Fight  of  that  enormous  fertile  area  now  largely 
i'  i^tained  by  fur  traders,  by  Indians  and  by  half  breeds,  though  it  is 
'  thirty  years  since  one  of  its  districts,  seven  hundred  miles  north  of 

V  Edmonton  (which  is  nearly  400  miles  north  of  lat.  49,  or  the  U.  S. 
'  boandary),  showed  the  best  wheat  exhibited  at  a  World's  Fair. 
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notWn,  of  the  fur.be«ing  region.  th.fwiirS'brollht'^toS 
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n«d  nor  thit  they  w^iLld  not  b^-^^e'  better  otZ^^^aSl 

exte^&h?y!;','be"elc'h'  oTy  brd'rXK'^^iSjr'gr.X 
rj'AlC?!".?"''  '^•P"^''  by  the  promotion  ,S"^S"g^b;teted 

bJa^h'^o 'ihe*Hill^l°r*"T'H°''''^ 

ALBERTA'S  FAVORABLE  POSITION.  ;^'-- 

bTMich    liM«.  in  K,  far  as  aided  provincially.  will  be  e»Mti^Jy 


v,  r-'-.'j 

<   ■■*..?■ 

■      -'*'■> 

41 

>>: 


■;.*>■■ 


^%.. 


•i»^!!r.li^  owaiBOthlng,  and  is  able  to  atart  out  on  a  masniflMnt 
S?J2.7.'^f'?'i*^«5i*>*"»«^  Theaiwwer  cannot  but  1»™1«™ 
toM^Vnd«^.l'il '*1,'*'«'-  ^'"',^«?«  tjlkidandhav.  b^ 
«St  h2??J!2l  Jir  ''^'"*  **  "■"•Mm,  of  the  advantages  that  could 
X^thHSLlwr.^nf/'„7  °I."^^"y.  government^elLtoSt  la 
#ben  IhL^SiSn  S^flt,       ^l**'-"  ""'^  '"  Septfrnber.    1906. 

■'. '  NO  PARTY  SYSTEM, 

mnt^,"^?-.- •^^."''*  "'2L'>««"  "'"y  "divided  into  two  hoatde  and 
■^inea  year.  They  had  come,  mos*  y  peop  e  of  the  areat  races 
ki^^ti  C«"«df«n.  British.  Irish,  Scandinavian.  German  FreSS* 
,  Mite  riii"Hr''Ti,"-  '<*'««<J'=).  f«:««"  «"  their  various  native  regioni 
mbn^iffTf™':  wl''*f  "?"  required  to  choose  men  to  manage  the 
S«m!fLnr*'?v"'*"J''u»,'!'"  *>^*'"  *°  'heir  control  by  the  StUwa 
b^rT:J^n°u^^'  common  sense  course  of  choosing  the 
Snt^fr  w?i^'-   /*  happened  that  these  men  were  called  Lifcrals. 

.  gooa  results..   But,  in  fact,  the  neop  e  set  up  uni-oartv  or  no-nvtv 
government.    That  is  what  it  amounts  to  "^   '^  '^'^ 

e«>'S'VftlTf'i!Iv*i'"'*!*"*'^i''*""l'.?  Wberals-and  all  Canadian, 
^torm    «J' «*;-":i''?"?u"*^"'  "*  ^'herals  in  the  right  meaning  of 
In  «?.^~7™'r  ^'^Alt  '" i*"*  »"-0P<"-t'0n  of  24  to  1.    They  were  pot 
«b^tnS;tivL:!lli£*':±'1,P,"'o''«°'"*«''y""  honor     This  :Z^ 
inSsfn'^i.jL"*™?!?'?''*'?^!"*"*  Conhervatives  (who  attempted 
™    «J^^"/*  "}*  '"!*>  damnable  two-party  system  where  ther 
I?Shv?n,X'iS'  ''tL  "**:?  !?'■  *"-.T"«  obviously  'Machine'  men.  Z 
!L„ir  ^A'f^  inspired  and  directed  by  the  C.  P.  R.  interest,  which  the 
r^  R^  .^Hv  '^  '«ff»f?«d  >«  dangerous  to  their  interest.    The  loc2 
c;««S;..^'"=""» "!"*  '*"''^'"  «"<*  ^hief  bow-wow  of  the  socall.^ 
^M^'^;™-*:h„^."'v"°  ""^I*''  ^"^  'he  utter  defeat  of  him  and  hS 

A  1?^ust  .hn,.\  fhT"."*'^*,^"^"''"''*'  ""'-P""y  Bovemment, 
r^JfL-f.^      •bout  the  same  thing  in  a  new  region  as  no-party 

oovt(ously  devc  ■    to  the  Provincial  interest  alone. 

THE  ALBERTA   MINISTERS. 

If  tli'^^i''  1?V"^  *Il"'  'hese  ministers  were  obviously  good  men.    ' 
a  the  people  had  not  chosen  such,  the  fine  experiment  must  hi^e 
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failed,  and  worae.  There  li  no  uae  expecting  figs  from  thorn* btnhes, 
nor  lionorable  adminiitratlon  from  lealtiwaga.  Th- minialert  were 
bat  four,  all  eonapieaouily  well  known  for  itraight  private  and 
boaineM  ilvee,  all  fairly  wealthy,  and  all  of  that  fraternal  dinodtiOB  . 
which  la  rao  eurioaily  noUble  all  over  "the  Provinea  of  the  glad 
band."  ^They  were  not  one  bit  demagnguiih,  and  yet  they  were 
comrade-like,  with  all  decent  folk.  Church-going  men.  tc4toUll«ra. 
And,  what  ii  remarkable,  and  may  be  ini'ractive,  not  aiMeloqoential 
man  in  the  lot.  Quiet  mm.  The  blather-akite  ia  one  of  the  eaiataiDf 
poliMea   everywhere  elae     His  performancea  eauae  niultitadea  of 

rple  to  mitUke  gab  for  reakoning.  and  the  gift  of  it  for  ntnMa  to 
public  buiinea*.    The  AlberU  miniitera  were  all  very  capable  Of 
slowly  explaining  what  they  thought  the  right  thing  to  do.  and  th«r 
were  duly  convincing  and  persuaiive.    Hearing  them  in   190l>.  wid 
their  principal  opponent,  a  man  nf  platform  nreworka.  leondudob    , 
that  he  wai  beaten  every  tl..ie.  Just  because  the  audiences  discounted 
his  rhodomontades,  and  believed  every  word  the  alow,  conscientiona- 
talking  fellows  uttered.    They  proved  to  be  aa  quick  In  action  aa  tbay    . 
were  steady,  if  rather  awkward  on  the  stump.  ......      , 

The  absence  of  partisan  opposition  in  the  asacmbly  had  varioua  u; 
excellent  effecU.    First,  there  was  no  waste  of  time  in  vituperation^  ■  , 
accusation,  suspicion,  slander,  and  all  the  malign  boab  that  eomai. :  ^ 
from  both  sides   in  regular,   party-divided  legislatarea.    Thua  tim  <v 
people  were  not  drawn  into  a  long  succession  of  imitative  reerimina'  >t 
tions.    Hence  they  kept  on  friendly  terms  with  one  anotherjttd  ^z- 
Alberta  is  conspicuously  alone  in  this  agreeable  condition.    Bffrjr.-f, 
visitor  notes  it.  *  • -;  ■  S:-i''^  'v 

•- :    vt\.:     ■  . - .-r:'^.- '>,; 


COST  OF  DEBATE. 


^^^^ 


'    Again,  a  great  deal  of  public  money  was  saved  by  the  shortnew  of 
debate  In  the  assembly.    Electors  seldom  reflect  on  how,expm*j»  ' 
isblatber-skiting.    AtOtUwa  it  costs  S28  a  minute  ooonting  ill  tba 
expenses  dubbed   "for  legislation,"  and  all  the  aervieaa,   dtrieal-  , 
returns,  paper,  printing,  etc.,  etc..  that  have  to    be  paid   for. In 
proportion  as  Parliament  sits  long,    and  gives  its  time,  rooew  t»  .; 
angry,  futile  contentions,  the  Opposition  Ashing  for  "KSMdalt,,  V,*^"  ' 
the  ministry  leading  them  on  into  carefully  planned  )>itfalli,  all  ,t»^ 
make  election  capital.    Moreover,  the  horrid  practice  of  blath^rskiting  • 
uses  up  ministers,  Ukes  the  time  they  ought  to  be  glying  to  pabliov;, 
business,  worries  and  wearies  them,  puts  some  of  them  opt  ot_tbe' 
right  temoer  for  dealing  carefully,  and  causM  many  things  ttf  b«  . 
"rushed"  .nstead  of  long  meditated.    From  all  these  evilsthe  Alb«rta 
people  set  themselves  free  by  their  uni-party  system.    Thrt  saved, 
for' expenditure  on  public  works,  and   on  th    promotion  of  agricol-   ^    ^ 
tura,  a  great  deal  of  money.    It  cannot  be  too  much  insisted  on  thato;.,  _- .^ 
the  system  leaves  good  men  free  to  do  good  vork.     ,     •,        ,-.'.;,  J  *;^*j^??i ■ 
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WORK  OF  HON.  MR.  CROSS. 

Tb*  work  ww  well  doM  all  round.   ITho  on*  lawyw  of  Oa    , 

•>    •-    tlMttho  govemm«it  did  not  mom  to  p«lt«  with  "iBtwnrt* '  w>»»«h,, 

eoncoWcd  thoniMlvM  powtrful  to  affoet  toJm.     Ho  lolvod  tho  lonp 

nogloetcd  problem  of  cowprilin.  tho  C.  P.  R.  Co.  to  PV,tjW««-_»J 

■RiMhed  •  itronB  "lumbwr  eombfno."  thuo  frotinfl!  tho  prairio  wttlort 

from  the  heavy  Tneubua  of  high  price*  for  monopoliied  houM-buildink 

material.    He  enfoieed  law  and  order  over  the  vaat  tract  io  perfeetir ;   .. 

that  Alberta  ia  a  model  Province  In  that  moat  imporUnt  mpaet.    h»^.''., 

aboliihed    laloona.  and  reduced  tne  number  of  urban  and  rarai 

lieenaa*  lo  greatly  that  tempUtion  to  drlt.l-  w  very  littie  before  the 

young  or  old.    He  tools  up  the  Dominion  Govemment't  "Sunday 

Act/Handmade  it  jurt  «  perfectly  binding  on  rallwMo  a*  on  gror 

■  dealing  drug  atorea  ai  d  laundrymen.    The  'l>ad  man"  waoeverywbere 

defied.  Jumped  on,  lerunched,   hammered,  run  out.    A  huge  region 

of  front'w  ii  there  aa  peaceful  aa  Commonwealth  Avenue.  . ,     .     , 

Wl<     much  ingenuitv  a  smart  tax  on  the  unoccupied  landa  of 

'  anaeulr     ra  waa  lo  levied  that  it  applies    provincially  only  outaid* 

of  aehuol  districU,  while  any  such  land  in  the  school  districta  haa  to 

pay  to  the  aehool.    A  novel  law  compels  in  Alberta  the  registration 

of   agreementa  f^r  land  sales,  thus  stopping  some  roguea  in  the 

prMtiee  of  aellinictb    same  tract  more  than  once,  giving  Mveral 

dejds.  and  then  skir     17  with  the  proceeds.    Excellent  HechaniM 

Lien  and  Compensatic     'or  Injuries  Acts  were  esUblished.  so  that  the 

unpaid  or  the  injured  can.  and  do  get,  speedy  remedy.  Jiew  district 

courts  and  eonneeted  officials  bring  justice  actively  to .  every  part.    ,„. 

•  Ibdoatrlal  achoola  for  the  juvenile  misled  or  criminal  were  set  W-Viji 

'■  promptly.  pubMc  charitiea  created,  though  there  is  small  need  twt*^^^ 

•  ttem,  and  every  appropriate  item  of  advanced  civilisation  brought  -* 

>  into  effeetive  action.    -  ■.  ^\ 

J^  ...  TAXES  ON  C.  P.  R.  LANDS.  ..^^ 

Finally  the  young  Attorney-General  haa  taken  up  the  very  imnortiOBi 
bnainea*  of  compelling  the  C.  P.  R.  to  pay  taxes  on  lU  wild  laH- 
Twenty-flve  million  acrea  were  granted  to  that  company  by  way 
subsidy,  about  1880.    These  lands  were  not  to  be  toed  '««»"»  duTr^ 
tWMity  year*  from  grant.    When  the  local  "tho'j"*  «' *5?J'2rT 
trlfcd  to  tax  the  C.P.R.  holdings  the  company  pleaded  thrt  auefa  OK^^ 
tlon  waa  barred  until  20  years  after  each  separr**  secMonortt^ 
;•  ,J,K  ' '      had  been  patented  to  them  by  the  Crown.    This  coni  ntion  waahald 
..-•,  Sf."  .'.      — ^    by  the  judicial  committee    of  the   British   i»rtvy  CotrnMU, 

lada'a  final  court  of  appeal.    Mr.  Croos  haa  since  gone  into  tbrf, 

Whola  queation.  He  believes  that  the  case'va.  the  ?.  f.  R.  was  M 
dDlyJpreamtad.  He  haa  •  lot  of  new  pointa,aDd  will  bring  tt— 
■  ■    •  »V:."'i*«iiVi- ■■■  ■   '^'V.^^ 
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before  the  courte.    Hence  the  importance  to  Alberta  of  retaininc  tb« 
■nvieea  of  him  and  his  coIleaKues.  —uihb  un  .^ 

THE  WORK  OP  EDUCATION. 

To  enumerate  the  proceedings  of  the  uni-party  ministry  of  AIbert«'i^ 
?2Jil°  no',  •>"*  wo"v  Transcript  readers.    Enough  to  observe  that '4 
1800  schools  and  a  Provincial  University  have  been  set  going:  tbatiWl 
every   regioji  has  been  provided  with  roads,  bridges,  ferries  adSJ^ 
rather  wonderful,  to  relate,  a  rapidly  extending «nd  meat  effldeBtrsr^ 
cneap  government  telephone  service,  which  pays,  and  isa  flrsi  ra^'c 
as  well  as  a  moat  popular  investment.    In   this  matter  Alberta'kd'*- 
in  a  course  that  li  being  followed  by  all  the  We8t<:aiMM]a  ProvincSSit^ 
rney  buy  out  the  Boll  Telephone  concern  and  tbeh  proeeM.  mueh  t*^' 
the  sellers  amazement,  to  improve  the  system,  and  ytt  malte  itproflt*^''^^ 
able  .    So  much  fur  the  much   ridicnied  idea  that  itbiM  impoMaAt^'^ 
public  facilities  can  best  be  supplied  by  the  public.  TT;^' -:;• 

.  —  As  Alberta's  main  industry  is  farming, '  its  promotion  cane  in  iartk 
much  ministerial  attention.    Creameries  were  not  merely'  piromot«d.W 
but  run  by  the  Government.    Poultnr.  grain,  breeding  animalst  herds!|!l 
methods  of  farming,  all  were  liberally  looked  to.    An  Alberta  tuiaiU?fhif 
<an  insure  his  crops  against  hail  more  cheaply  with  the  tow^rtmentij^^tr," 
than  with  pnvate    insurance    concerns.    It  is  simply  amuing  ttej^f?*;' 
observe  how  the  "ploughmen,  choppers  and  fishers"  who  "constltotev^  ' 
the  State  —to  use  Emerson's  words— are  up-to-date  in  the  methods  df?^ '5 
sane  collectivism.  ^.  J^. 

Finally,  money  for  all  these  sound  proceedings  was  suiBciently  ■  '  "^Jj 
round  without  taxing   private  Albertans  one  cent  provincial ly.    For  ■•'*      J 
schools  and  purely  local  improvements  they  tax  themselves  a  teod  fa*/?'- J 
deal,  manicipally,  but  they  get  Provincial  "grants  in  aid."    Riil.'iS,'''* 
!t*y|iJ>'^']?*'.-J?""P°™*'°"*   dealing  in  public  facilities,  etc.,  aapplTt.'?f»  ''-- 
the  ?600.000  of  Provincial  taxation.and  the  rest  of  the  Alberta  revenwl*ijsi'  - 
epraes  from  Dominion  subsidies,  on  the   peculiar  Canadian   system. 'vF.' , 
What  is  specially  remarkable  in  Alberta,  where  the  Premier,  Mr.;' «-2'   1 , 
Rutherford,  is  treasurer  as  well   as  Minister   of  Education,   is  that*»         ,1 
minute   inquiry  from  many  persons  last  October,  whenl  was  there,-^;*-^'  a| 
failPd  to  hnd  one  allegation  that  the  public  money  was  not  bonestlyi^ji^-  '>  '3 
and  mostly  thriftily  expended.    Such  is  an   effect  of  choosing  r—'^  S:•^?;v•■  til 
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